Sample letter for patients to send to their Congressman/Congresswoman

[Include an e-mail version as well]

                                                                   <Name

                                                                    Address

                                                                    Date>

<Legislators name

Address>

Dear <Senator/Representative ----  >

Osteoporosis is an important public health problem and a personal concern for me.  I understand that cuts are being proposed for payment for bone density testing.  Bone density testing is essential in identifying people like me who have osteoporosis and to monitor our response to therapy.  These proposed cuts are so drastic (up to 70%) that I fear my testing center may go out of business or stop performing bone density tests because the reimbursement payment won't cover their costs.
You undoubtedly represent many people like myself and may actually have family members and friends with this disease.  Are you aware that more people die from the complications of a hip fracture every year than die from breast cancer and that our country spends at least 13 billion dollars each year treating the complications of osteoporosis?

I understand that two separate Federal initiatives now threaten to reduce payment for bone density testing.  One initiative cuts Medicare reimbursements and the other is the Deficit Reduction Act.  If the health of the people in our society is truly of concern, these proposed cuts must not be allowed to occur.
I urge you to contact the medical director of Medicare (CMS) and demand that bone density testing utilizing DXA and VFA be protected from payment cuts.  Furthermore, I urge you to support legislation that will halt cuts to imaging procedures due to start next year.

It is critical that we do not permit the reversal of the significant progress of the past ten years in the diagnosis and treatment of osteoporosis.
Sincerely,
<your name>

